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About the Author

Juan Manuel Ferreyra is an illustrator and animator from Buenos Aires, Argentina. He
is 34 and lives with his cat. Although he started drawing at a young age, computers
caught all his attention, and he worked in the IT world for many years. He dropped out
from Computer Engineering and started studying filmmaking, working on his own
projects and as a freelance illustrator in his free time. After a few years, he decided to
leave the IT world and started working as a full time freelance illustrator and animator;
his website is http://www.omykron.com.ar. The cat is happy.

Este libro es para mis abuelos. BIG thanks to my good friend Buanzo
for introducing me the fine people at Pack Publishing: Dilip and Joel,
thanks for your support and understanding. Thank you everyone.
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GIMP 2.6 Cookbook

The GIMP project was started in 1995 by Peter Mattis and Spencer Kimball, and is now
maintained by a group of volunteers under the auspices of the GNU Project. The first
release was in January 1996, The latest version of GIMP, version 2.6.1, was released on
December 21, 2010. Available under the terms of the GNU General Public License,
GIMP is free software; this means that everybody can download and use it.

Besides being free, GIMP is a high-end image editor for photo retouching, image creation
and editing. Through the years, a huge user community has grown around the GIMP;
hobbyists, professional illustrators, filmmakers, and photographers use it daily in their
work. This user base not only use it but also contributes to expand and improve GIMP
through plugins and scripts.

This book is a collection of tasks that will allow you to learn how to use GIMP from a
basic to an advanced level. Also, you can experiment while you learn, and enjoy it. I will
repeat this throughout the book. It's important that you don't stick to the tasks exactly.

If your objective is to work as a professional, only through experimentation will you
acquire your own technique and style. Drawing, painting, and designing should not be a
mechanical thing, even if you took the job just because you needed the money!

Enjoy the book.
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What This Book Covers

Chapter 1, Using Draw and Paint Tools, explains how to use the most basic drawing and
painting tools that are available for anyone wanting to start as an illustrator/cartoonist.

Chapter 2, Image Filters and Effects, gives an overview on many of the default filters
that come with GIMP, applied examples, and a description of their options.

Chapter 3, Text and Fonts, explains how to work with fonts. It teaches several techniques
to turn any kind of text from a solid colors to brilliant effects like frosted text, golden
text, or a rubber stamp.

Chapter 4, Photo Manipulation, starts with an explanation of the basic image editing
tools. After that, there are a few advanced techniques to create high-quality effects with
any kind of photo.

Chapter 5, Playing With Color and Sharpness, explains how to correct imperfections and
erase objects or the whole background from any photo.

Chapter 6, Web Design Tips: Buttons and Blogs, starts with how to create Web 2.0
buttons, and ends explaining how to create your own blog template from scratch using
photos and some drawing tools.

Chapter 7, Web Design Tips: Backgrounds, explains how to create different backgrounds
for a website from scratch by using only GIMP tools.

Chapter 8, Plugins and Scripts, gives an overview on how plugins and scripts work
in GIMP, and how they continually help expand the user experience and improve
the software.

Appendix A, Beyond GIMP, takes us beyond the software and discusses other useful
resources that may help the amateur and professional.

Appendix B, Release Changes, highlights the changes introduced in v2.6.
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Text and Fonts

In this chapter, we will cover:

» Creating a quick logo for a company
» Creating 3D text

» Creating glowing text effects

» Creating shining plastic text

» Creating gold text

» Creating icy cold text

» Creating fiery text

» Creating paper cutout text

» Creating rubber stamp text

Introduction

This chapter is about working with text. GIMP uses the fonts installed in the system. Many
times, they are not enough for even the average user. There are many websites that let you
download cheap fonts for a low price and also, fortunately, there are hundreds of websites
with free, open-source fonts for download, a huge community of font-loving enthusiasts that
have no problem with sharing their creations.

Installing a font to use it with GIMP is a really quick and easy task. Just copy the font files to
the . fonts folder or to your .gimp- [version] /fonts folder in your home directory. Then,
restart GIMP.

For More Information:
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Once you have your fonts set up, they will be available for you with which to work. GIMP
comes with a wide variety of filters and effects. We saw a few of them in action in the previous
chapter. Now, we are going to use some of them with just text layers, to give you a clear idea
of how to create great looking text starting from a solid-color font.

Creating a quick logo for your company

By using a few filters and just little work, we are going to create a logo for a company in
no time.

How to do it...

We can go about creating our logo by carrying out the following steps:

1. Ina new file, using the Text Tool, write the name of the company. Pick a font, its size,
and place it a little above the middle of the canvas. Lock the layer by selecting it and
clicking in the Lock checkbox to avoid accidentally making changes to it:

|Ul.xcf-1 = ||Autn|
7 [P
By [l
Layers ]
Mode: |N|:|rrnal = |

Opacity: |:| |

Lock: Eh.
n

s Cookies

i D Background

2. Create a new gradient by clicking on the + button at the bottom of the Gradients
dialog. If it is not enabled, call it by using Ctrl + G, or go to Windows | Dockable
Dialogs | Gradients:
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3. To pick the colors for the gradient, position the mouse over the the orange bar (blue

in Windows) and right-click:

Gradient Editor ]

[Untitlen#4202 2 03_03

N d
(<] o, m [2]
_l Instant update

Click: select Drag: move
Shift+Click: extend selection
Shift+Drag: move & compress

@ Qa ) Q

Select the Left Endpoint's Color:

LETt Color Type >
| [l Left Endpoint's Color...
&= Load Left Color From
2 save Left Color To Cti+s >

&7
~

And/or the Right Endpoint's Color:

TOgNC CUTaT Ty e 7
| [ ] Right Endpoint's Color... i |
#= Load Right Color From b >

T €ava Rinht Cnlar Tn rtdls %
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Here are the colors | have chosen:

Gradient Editor =

Cookies logo gradient
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I:I Instant update

Position: 0.6073

RGB (0.651, 0.890, 0.736)
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Luminance: 82.8 Opacity: 100.0
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4. Using the Blend Tool, apply the gradient:
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5. Right-click inside the text layer name in the Layers dialog, and select the Alpha to
Selection option:

Remove Alpha Channel
| % Alpha to Selection

Bila R
Replace the selection with the layer's alpha channel

Press F1 for more help

. radien E]

|| | Cookies logo gradient |

6. Then, go to Select | Grow, and make it bigger by 3 pixels:

Grow selection by

E& ‘%H pixels C|
oo |

7. Create a new layer and name it border. Fill it using the Bucket Fill Tool (I used a dark
color), and place it underneath the text layer (drag and drop the border layer):

s Background
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8. Duplicate the border layer by clicking on the Duplicate button at the bottom of the
layers dialog, or going to Layer | Duplicate Layer.

9. Repeat this operation with the text layer. Move this last duplicated layer on top of the
border copy layer.

10. Merge these duplicated layers by going to Layer | Merge Down, and change its name
to reflection:

(=
=i Merge Down B | sl
wit

o) g"’éeé"-?ee EEL}_EE.a}-' h the one_belﬂw it
] Press FI for J_Ir"c:ﬁ a_l; Reln

M. | aver Boundary Size... | |

Choose Select | none from the menu to be sure there's no selection present.

11. Using the Move Tool, place the reflection layer below the "text" layer and flip it with
the Flip Tool.

Use the Move Tool to adjust the position of the flipped text, and separate them
vertically by just a few pixels.

12. Right-click in the reflection layer inside the Layers dialog, and select the Add Layer
Mask option. Choose the Black (Full Transparency) and click Add.
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Add a Mask to the Layer m

Reflection-2 (01.xcf)

Initialize Layer Mask to:
) White (full opacity)
@ Black (full transparency)
O Layer's alpha channel
O Transfer layer's alpha channel
) Selection
) Grayscale copy of layer
) Channel

-~
'

[] Invert mask

N

| Help ‘ ‘ Cancel H Add |

13. Using the Blend Tool, pick the FG to BG gradient from the Gradients Dialog, and
apply it from bottom to the top to create a semitransparent reflection of the text:

PEOKIES
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14. Select the original text layer. Right-click on it in the Layers dialog, and choose

Alpha to Selection. Then with the Ellipse Select Tool in subtract mode (check
the following image):

&
)
Ellipse Select =
vose: W M [E)@ [
Antialiasing Subtract from the current selection Ctrl
[_] Feather edges | ”

Draw an ellipse, as in the following image:

15. Create a new layer and name it glass. Then, fill it with a white color using the
Bucket Fill Tool:

16. Change its opacity to something around 30 and you are done! Here's the final logo:

Ceookies
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Just by using a font you like and a few tools you quickly created a logo. See how we only used
default paint/blend tools and masks to create it? GIMP has powerful extensions but you can
also create professional pieces without using complex filters or even using much time.

Creating 3D text

This is a fairly simple recipe where we are going to create 3D text.

How to do it...

Follow these steps to create text with a 3D effect:

1. Ina new file, create your text. Pick a font, color, and size. Select the Perspective Tool,
and drag the layer's corners to simulate perspective until you are satisfied.
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2. Duplicate the text layer, and make the copy invisible.

@

New Layer

3. With the original text layer selected, go to Filters | Map | Bump Map and experiment
with the settings. You can see mine in the following image:
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Once you click OK, duplicate the layer five or six times. These layers are the basis of

the 3D text effect.

[~ Juntitied-1 s “hutﬂ
=S []
Layers

Mode: ‘Mﬂrmal = ‘

Opacity:

Lock: [ .

@

Gradients

Bl rc o BG (HSV clockwis
Dl Fc to BG (HSV counter-
Il rc t BG (RGB)

- FG to Transparent
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4. Now select one of the layers, click the Move Tool, and press the down key once:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Hel
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Select another layer, click the Move Tool again and press the down key twice. Repeat
this operation on each of the duplicated layers, for each layer press the down key one
more time than the previous layer. When you are satisfied with the thickness of the
text, merge all the duplicated layers and your image will be ready:
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Creating glowing text effects

This is a simple recipe. We will create glowing text with a subtle outline. I'll be using a gradient

to fill it and make it a little more psychedelic, but you can pick a solid color if you want, or
create your own gradient for it.

How to do it...

You can create glowing text by following these steps:

1. Create the text, right-click on its name inside the Layers dialog, and select the Alpha
to Selection option:

=
Remove Alpha Channel 1 &
| # Alpha to Selection | -

Replacle the selection wWith the layer's albha channel

Press F1 for more help
1

w T
| — ] T 1% =

2. Delete the text layer, and create a new one. Name it text. Don't erase the selection.
Now, you can choose to use a solid color or a gradient for the glow effect. I'll pick a
colorful gradient and apply it from left to right with the Blend Tool:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
E0,,, T [209 . 2p9 L1409, Jsoe |
1 e

23]

Dl
259.0,204.0[px | 3 || 100%|v|Cookies (19.2 MB)
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You should still have the selection around the text, create a new layer (name it text2)

and fill it with a solid white using the Bucket Fill Tool. Now, create another new layer

(name it text3), and fill it with a solid black.
Delete the selection by going to Select | None from the menu. Make these two layers

4. i
invisible by clicking on the eye icon to the left of the layer's name in the Layers dialog

3.

5. Select the text layer, and go to Filters | Blur | Gaussian Blur. Set the horizontal and

vertical value to around 10 or 15 pixels:

le Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
|2pq [ |3pq [ l&Pq ‘59[? ol

(119,

Ei
o
1
]
0

R

BL
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406, 93 |px ¢ || 1000 |text2(212MB)
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6. Enable and select the text2 layer, and apply the same Gaussian Blur, but with a
Blur Radius of around 5:

Preview

Blur Radius Blur Method
Horizontal: ?E g :iE
vertical: (50 [¢|7 [px <] =

lugancel J[ ¢ ]

7. Justto give the glow effect another twist, select the text3 layer and set it to Overlay
mode. Be aware that this works best with a dark, colored background. If you have a
bright or transparent background, the effect won't be so noticeable:

Layers
Maode: |GI\.|'EF|E‘_||' = |
Opacity: =———{"]]
Lock: [ .

@ e text3

@ & @
2
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Here's what the final piece looks like:

Cookies

Creating shining plastic text

In this recipe, we are going to create text and make it look like it is made of a plastic material.

How to do it...

We can create shining plastic text by carrying out the following steps:

1. Ina new file, create a new layer. Use the Text Tool to create the text you want.
Pick a bright color, and place the text around the middle of the canvas.

2. Select Layer | Merge Down from the menu or by right-clicking on the layer's name in
the Layers dialog:

| —
Opacity:

| S Merge Down N |H

& Delete Layer Merge this layer with the one below it a

A q Press F1 for more helpl
A Discard Text Informatior. = s e

Then, choose Alpha to Selection to select everything on the layer that is not
transparent. Now, click Select | Save to Channel:

[] Toggle Quick Mask shift+0Q

| =] save to Channel
@ To path

&7
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3. Choose Select | Shrink from the menu and shrink the selection by around 10 pixels.
Be careful how much you shrink the selection. 10 pixels worked for my example, but
if you are using a small font size or if the font is too narrow, you will have to use a
different number; experiment!

shrink selection by
Q [4 |%” pixels | 3]

Shrink from image border

e ) o

4. Create a new layer, and fill it with a solid white using the Bucket Fill Tool:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows |
© . |00, ., 00, ., 300, , , [0, [500, |@&

T3] [ Dl

1
206, 222 white (6.2 MB)

For More Information: www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book



https://www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book

Text and Fonts

5. Goto Filters | Blur | Gaussian Blur from the menu, and apply a blur of around
20 pixels in both directions:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows §
P T O L N = T I T I -
E

[>]«

< [

340, 142 white copy (8.2 MB)

Layers
Mode: |-Duerla'_.r = |
Opacity:
Lock:

L

s

-k = Background

120

For More Information: www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book



https://www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book

Chapter 3

6. Open the Channels dialog if it's not visible (Windows | Dockable Dialogs |
Channels), and select the previously saved channel by clicking on it:

Channels =
Ak = Red

A = Green

Ak - Blue

S H Alpha

A = Selection Mask ¢

7. Apply a Gaussian Blur of around 20 pixels (Filters | Blur | Gaussian Blur). You may
not see the effect applied if you don't have the channel as visible. Don't worry now
about that.

8. Create a new layer, and fill it with a solid black using the Bucket Fill Tool. Place it on
top of the other layers, and set its mode to Screen:

Layers [«]
Mode: | Screen = |
Opacity: |:| |
Lock: [ .

L - black
s = white copy
a0 = white
s = Background

9. Go to Filters | Light and Shadow | Lighting Effects and create some reflections,
and play a little with the settings. | used the following;:
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o A Directional light with a normal intensity. Use the X, Y, and Z direction
buttons to point the light to the place you want:

0p§ion5| Light |Materia| |§ump Map |Environment Map
Light ﬁ.gttings
| Ugh{“ 1 < | Position Direction
Type: |Directi0na| o] | X: X: |
coor [ ¥ "
|gpdate| ¥ Interactive 0 Isolate
Lighting preset: | Save | | Open |
Help | | Cancel | | OK |

o The Material tab defines how light is reflected by objects. The small spheres
show how each option reacts to light from the option's minimum to it's
maximum values. The Metallic option simulates a metallic object:

0p§ion5|l_jght| Material |§ump Map|§nvironment Map|

Material Properties
Glowing: |
woe @[ 10
s Qoo ]9
Polished: ) [25.00  [J| @

|gpdate| ¥ Interactive [ Metallic

Help | | Cancel || oK |

o The Bump Map tab lets you add relief to an image. Brighter points
will appear higher than darker points. Everything depends on the light
positioning.
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Options |I_J'ght |Materia| ‘ Bump Map |Environment Map

Enable bump mapping

Bumpmap image: |=Untitled-1,.|'5electi:)n Mask copy-7 2 |

<

Curve: | Linear

Maximum height: %

Update Interactive b

[ [ o |

Play with this filter and the amount of blur applied to the saved channel until you are satisfied
with the final piece. Following is what my final plastic text image looks like:

Creating gold text

This easy recipe will let you create a gold-like effect for your texts.
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How to do it...

Follow these simple steps to create golden text:

1.

2.

In a new file, create your text, and fill it with a solid white. With the text layer selected
and still with the Text Tool, click on the Path from Text in the Text options box:

Text =

Font: |12 Arista |
Size: |130 = | px =

Hinting
["] Force auto-hinter
Antialiasing

Color: I;I h
=[oo |
00|
]| CX

| Text along Path |

i
I
il
m

-

) 50 )

| Path from Text |

i al

Create a new layer, and name it main. Then, go to Select | From Path to load the
selection into this new layer:

%8 By Color shift+0
| # From Path N shift+V
71 Selection Editor ol

Use the Blend Tool. Pick or create a gradient that looks like gold. GIMP comes
with a Golden gradient, but it may be a little too bright. You may modify it to get
a better effect:
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Apply the gradient:

Chapter 3

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
1 2! 5

T
349.0, 305.0{px | C 100% |~ |main (7.1 MB)

Duplicate the text layer, and name it outlines. Go to Select | Shrink, and reduce

the selection by 2 or 3 pixels. Delete the selection with the Delete key or by

pressing Ctrl + X:
Shrink selection by
Q [2 |%H pixels | c]

Shrink from image border

[bep ] [gonee ][ o |
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Go to Colors | Brightness-Contrast, set the Brightness slider all the way to the right,
and set the layer's mode to Overlay:

Layers (=]
Mode: | Overlay = |
opacity: =——(T"] [100.0 []
Lock: [ .

- - outlines
e - main

1 Cookies

s - Background

6. Choose your main text layer from the Layers dialog. Go to Filters | Light and Shadow
| Drop Shadow, and apply a small shadow:

Script-Fu: Drop Shadow =RES

Offset X: |

Offset Y: |

Blur radius: | b
Color: \EI

Opacity: [ [57 [J]

Allow resizing

‘ Help H Reset H Cancel H oK |

Try not to make the shadow too strong. It's better if it is barely seen. Following is what
my final golden image looks like:

126

For More Information: www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book



https://www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book

@iel £ -4

Chapter 3

Creating icy cold text

In a few easy steps, turn any text into a cool looking cold piece.

How to do it...

To give that cool, icy look to your text, follow these steps:

1.

In a new file, type your text, and pick a font and size. Right-click on the layer's name in
the Layers dialog, and choose the Alpha to Selection option. Go to Filters | Render
| Clouds | Plasma, and apply it. You'll get something that looks like the following:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
AE”['\\.\.\.\\ppq‘lm.v.‘zpq\l\l\l\‘EPQ.\.\\|\|"pq\\.\.\.‘5pq\|\|\ T I -

| &

b I Ir\i-

183, 62 ‘px & | 100% v|ARectangIe: 0x0
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2. Goto Colors | Desaturate to change the layer to black and white values, and
click OK.

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
Lglﬂ‘u‘u‘u. N N O S - N . A LT I |

fi[x] méo

449,341 [px <[ 100%]~|Cookies (7.2 MB)

3. Now go to Colors | Curves and try different options by clicking directly inside the
graph. Take the following image as an example:

128

For More Information:



https://www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book

4. Create a new layer, and select Layer | Merge Down from the menu. Choose

Adjust Color Curves -

Cookies-27 (Untitled)

Presets:

S| @
Channel: |Value e | |Rgset Channel| ]

EE——— |

Curve type: |~ Smooth z
Preview
‘ Help ‘ | Reset | | Cancel | ‘ OK

Select | None from the menu.

| =i Merge Down

S Delete Layer

Stack

Press F1 for more help

Merge this layer with the one below it

Chapter 3

5. Rotate the layer 90 degrees counter-clockwise by going to Layer | Transform |
Rotate 90° counter-clockwise:

9 Rotate 90° clockwise

| {F Rotate 90° counter-clockwise N
D Rotate 180° ~

= ]
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6. Go to Filters | Distort | Wind and click OK. This will add a frosted effect:

+

Preview
Style Direction Edge Affected

@ Wind @ Left @ Leading

O Blast O Right O Trailing

O Both

Threshold:
Strength:

(e ][

7. Rotate the layer back to its original position by selecting Layer | Transform | Rotate

90° clockwise. Ice can be of many colors, pick the one you like by going to Colors |
Colorize:

Colorize the Image
- Cookies-30 (Untitled)

Pregets:| = ‘ g @

Select Color

Hue: L .JERD. 1| 202

|
:

Saturation: a5 .

Lightness: (D ' _
Preview

Help ‘ ‘ Reset | | Cancel ‘ ‘ oK |
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Your final image should look something like the following:

Creating fiery text

This intermediate recipe will teach you how to make text appear as if it were on fire, and also
give you a little more practice with the Smudge Tool.

How to do it...

In order to produce fiery text, follow these steps:

1. Ina new file, create a new layer, and fill it with a solid black. Pick a font and size, and
create your text with a white solid fill. Merge down the text layer with the previously
created one by going to Layer | Merge Down, or by selecting it by right-clicking on the
layer's name from the Layers dialog.

| St Merge Down N |
& Delete Layer
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2. Select the Smudge Tool, pick a soft brush, an try with different settings to smudge
the letters upwards simulating a burning flame.

| used a soft circular brush, varying the scale to get better results as | was smudging
the letters.

Smudge [

Opacity: 100.0 [<|
Brush: . 4 Circle Fuzzy (11)
Scale: ; %|

[» Brush Dynamics

g

[] Fade out
[ Apply Jitter
[] Hard edge

Rate: ; 75.3 =

=

This is how the first letter looks after a few strokes. Remember to smudge upwards:
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Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Iools Filters Windows Help
PO T P .0 S - I 1 I -l B - I /- B |

ookies

o

Gl

263.0,356.3(px | ¢ || 100% [ |gis Click to smudge (Shift for a straight line)

3. Use the Zoom Tool to work with more detail. Continue using the Smudge Tool to
change borders of each letter, and turn the solid white into different shades of gray.
Following is what | ended with after a while:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
lm\“ PR O T = P PP 1. PN - PP L/ A |
5 B

o3[ L B
527.2, A54.4‘ px | T \ 100% v‘@ Click to smudge (Shift for a straight line)
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4. Go to Colors | Color Balance, and apply it three times with these values:

o First, adjust the color balance for the Shadows of the image:

@ Adjust Color Balance H

Background-35 (Untitled)

Preget5:| C| g @

Select Range to Adjust
@ Shadows
O Midtones
O Highlights
Adjust Color Levels
Cyan =7 Red
Magenta : (=D 1 Green
Yellow Blue

h‘ Reset Range

Preserve lJuminosity

Preview

| Help || Reset || Cancel || oK |

o Then, adjust the color balance for the Midtones:

@ Adjust Color Balance H

Background-35 (Untitled)

Presets: | 2 | g @

Select Range to Adjust
O Shadows
@ Midtones
) Highlights

Adjust Color Levels
Cyan =—————————————(T"7] Red
Magenta - {0 1 Green
Yellow - {0 1 Blue m

Preserve luminosity

Preview

| Help || BReset || Cancel || OK |

o Finally, adjust the color balance for the Highlights of the image:
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Adjust Color Balance
Background-35 (Untitled)

Pr8§ets:| C| g @

Select Range to Adjust
O Shadows
O Midtones
@ Highlights

Adjust Color Levels

Cyan {T:7] Red ‘
Magenta 1=, Green \Z@
Yellow [T} Blue ‘

‘RgsetRange‘
Preserve [uminosity h
¥ Preview
‘ Help || Reset || Cancel || oK ‘

After applying these changes, you will end with something like the following:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help

L I T T L N L I . P . I (L I

1709,y

ol

dssnies

fifel

ne

123,483 [px |¢ || 100%|v|Background (25.2 MB)
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5. If you want, you could apply a small Gaussian Blur to it. Go to Filters | Blur |
Gaussian Blur, and apply it with a value around 3 pixels. Following is my final piece:

sbkie

Creating paper cutout text

In a few fairly simple steps, make your text look as if it has been cut from a piece of a old
paper. Also we'll learn how to correct and improvise a little when we are experimenting with
filters to get the results we want.

How to do it...

Follow these steps to produce a paper cutout text effect:

1. Create the text, pick a font and a size. The font's color will be used as the object
below the paper cutout:

File Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help
Bl 10y P9y P9y 1309y %P9y (5P, 1609,

A

Hlainy

Sor
v |

=,
O
O
2,
D

] Sl So9
Pt AT Tt o SO O AT [NV T AR

[~
2l " [> )¢

23,182 [px || 100%|v|Cookies (3.0 MB)
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2. With the text layer selected, and with the Text Tool, click on the Path from Text
button at the bottom of the options:

= =]
| X

| Text along Path |

| Path from Text b‘|

&

Now, go to Select | From Path and then Select | Invert.

3. Create a new layer and name it Drop Shadow. Go to Filters | Light and Shadow |
Drop Shadow. Set it to a small amount, and also pick a color that is a bit darker
than the text face to improve the effect of the paper casting a shadow on the
object behind it:

Offset X: %
Offset v: % N
Blur radius: %
Color: E

Opacity: (L[ %

Allow resizing

‘ Help H Reset H Cancel H OK ‘
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Now, sometimes when you are trying new things, they don't go exactly as you
want. In this case, the filter applied a shadow also to the edges of our layer.
Following is what it looks like:

File Edit Select View |mage Layer Colors Jools Filters Windows Help
2] P R T IO - PO ST T I AU . ST O - IO - IO K

5o sl S50 S50 il 9
ol 2P PP e PP PO e

Pl

e

w I>
13.0,246.0 |px 2 100% | | [ Click to erase (Ctrl to pick a background color)

Pick the Eraser Tool and erase all the shadows you don't want. This is how it
looks after erasing everything | don't like:

File Edit Select view Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help

O PP . I IO T B - NI = - DI -
0]

]

0]

0

|

0]

o

i

o

eyl

0]

0

5

0] ]
B ~
cife] ”‘ 1> <
358.0, 511.() 100% | v | [ Click to erase (try Shift for a straight line, Ctrl to pick a background color)
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4. |If you don't already have it, create a new layer, and fill it with a white solid texture.
Place it below the text layer:

- - Drop Shadow
T

£

Cookies

i Background

5. Now, go to File | Open as Layers, and pick a paper texture. As | told you before, | try
to create my own texture library by scanning and taking photos of any kind of texture
around me. You can do that too, or also download any royalty-free texture from the
Internet.

6. Once you load your texture, place it between the text layer and the solid white we just
created in the previous step. You can adjust levels, change color balance, desaturate,
and change its mode to Multiply. Experiment with all these until you are satisfied,
Following is what my final image looks like:

Cookies
Creating rubber stamp text

This is a quick and easy recipe to create an effect as if your text is made by a rubber stamp.

How to do it...

To create a rubber stamp-like effect carry out the following steps:

1. Ina new file, create your text, and pick a font, size, and a color.
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2. Use the Rectangle Select Tool, check the Rounded Corners option in the tool
options dock, and draw a rectangle around the text you just created:

Rectangle Select =
Mode: | 1| B T &

Antialiasing

["] Feather edges

%ﬂounded corners
s ) [0 ]

[] Expand from center

[ Axed: ‘ Aspect ratio o |

3. Go to Edit | Stroke Selection, set the Line width to something around 10 pixels,
and click Stroke:

Eile Edit Select View Image Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows Help

|3 P S N T O L N o IO T N L N .1 I 1
5 lad
1]

0]

0]

o] e |

] ] :
] i i

0] I i

0] ] i

] ] |

] ' i
? I i

oY N i

] ! i
ER| I i

0] 1 |

0 ] i

] ] i

] ] i
7] ] i

0] ] ;

0] I i

1 Lo .
51

0]

0]
5] L
0 ¥l
k| [ [>] |

px [ & 100% v‘ """ 1 Click-Drag to replace the current selection (try Shift, Ctr, Alt)
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4. Go to Filters | Noise | Slur, and set the Repeat slider to something around 3.

Chapter 3

Apply this filter with the same settings both to the rectangle and to the text layer:

Preview
Random seed: |r‘54?4?84 |:| | New Seed | Randomize
Randomization (%): () . %
Repeat: =D 5 1 %

(o ][ o |

5. Finally, use the Rotate Tool to rotate the layers and make it look like real
stamped text:

Cookies
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Where to buy this book

You can buy GIMP 2.6 Cookbook from the Packt Publishing website:
https://www.packtpub.com/gimp-2-6-cookbook/book

Free shipping to the US, UK, Europe and selected Asian countries. For more information, please
read our shipping policy.

Alternatively, you can buy the book from Amazon, BN.com, Computer Manuals and
most internet book retailers.
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